{Character Electives Programme} {Year 9}
·                Autumn
Assessment:
Students are assessed through their participation and ability to complete the electives final piece be that debate, competition, performance or outcome.
                  Spring
Assessment:
Students complete short, purposeful tasks—such as big writes, debates, speeches, reflection activities and research tasks—to show understanding and articulate informed, responsible choices.
Assessment:
Students are assessed through their participation and ability to complete the electives final piece be that debate, competition, performance or outcome.
                 Summer
Useful resources for supporting your child at home: 
· Oak National Academy- KS3 Citizenship lessons for Key Stage 3 students 
· Oak National Academy – KS3 RSHE (PSHE) lessons for Key Stage 3 students 
· Being aware of the news and current affairs Home - BBC News
· BBC Bitesize 

Overview
Community Elective
The Community Elective provides students with an optional opportunity to select one area through which they can make a positive contribution to others. Each elective is designed to strengthen students’ civic virtues by enabling them to serve their school or local community, work collaboratively, and develop important life skills. Through purposeful, service‑driven activities, students will build compassion, responsibility and leadership while gaining practical experience that supports their wider personal development and character education.

Pastoral Elective (PSHE/RSE curriculum) 

Half term 1- Careers Education and Guided learning choices 
The Civic & Intellectual Virtues strand helps Year 9 students develop the knowledge, confidence and decision‑making skills needed as they begin to consider their future pathways. Students explore the labour market, learn about different types of careers, and reflect on their own strengths, passions and skills. They examine employee characteristics, workplace expectations, financial literacy, budgeting and earnings, helping them understand how careers connect to real‑life responsibilities. Students also explore their GCSE option choices, using structured guidance to make informed decisions about subjects that align with their interests and aspirations. This strand builds ambition, independence and clarity, preparing students for the transition into Key Stage 4.



Half Term 2 – Relationships and sex education
The RSE strand supports students in developing a mature, responsible and respectful understanding of relationships as they move through adolescence. Students learn about positive relationships, consent, sexual health, contraception, pregnancy, and the risks associated with underage or unplanned sexual activity. They explore topics such as grooming, sharing images, pornography, and the impact of digital behaviour on wellbeing and reputation. Through open discussion, real‑life scenarios and reflective tasks, students develop empathy, respect and the ability to make safe, informed choices. This strand ensures students understand their rights, responsibilities and the importance of healthy, respectful relationships.

The Electives Programme provides every student with a rich, balanced and character‑driven curriculum that strengthens their personal development while ensuring coverage of statutory PSHE, RSE, Careers Education and Citizenship requirements. Through the compulsory Pastoral Elective and optional Academic and Community Electives, students engage in purposeful learning that develops their moral, civic, intellectual and performance virtues. The programme enables students to explore new knowledge, build practical skills, serve others and reflect on the choices that shape their character. By offering structured opportunities for challenge, creativity, service and self‑reflection, the Electives Programme supports students in becoming confident, responsible and compassionate young people prepared for success in school, in their community and in later life.

Academic Elective
The Academic Elective provides students with an optional opportunity to study one subject or skill from a broad range of areas that interest and motivate them. Through their chosen elective, students will develop new competencies, explore personal passions, and deepen their knowledge in an area they enjoy. Each elective is designed to support the development of students’ own character virtues by encouraging challenge, curiosity and purposeful engagement across disciplines such as science, sport, technology, the arts and beyond. The programme enables students to build confidence, discover new talents and strengthen their love of learning through structured, character‑building study.


	
	
	



